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20th Birthday Celebration of
the Colorado Trail

Ihe Colorado Trail Foundation in partnership
with the Forest Service, the Colorado Mountain Club.
and sponsored by Eastern Mountain Sports, will host a
gathering Thursday, August 25, 1994 6:30-8 P.M. at
the Governor's Mansion in Denver. The reception will
honor all the volunteers who made The Colorado 1 rail
a reality, We will feature a stand up buffet, birthday cake,
and EMS wall provide great door prizes. Gudy and other
very special honored guests wall be present. Tickels are

limited, so please call Belinda Wiman now (303-449-

D6%6) o reserve your space and purchase your ticket lor
S15. Tickets must be purchased in advance. Hope 1o see
vou there!

I he story of 200 Years of Partnership as wnitlen
by Belinda Wiman, a member of the C1F Board ol
I hirectors begins on pg 2

Ihe story ol 20
vears of The Colorado
Trail as told from the
prospective ol Dhstnicl
Ranger Fed LaMay
begins on page 14 and s
guirte inleresting since 1l s
a view Trom a dillerem
direction..
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Tread Lines

15 the internal newsletter of the
Colorado Trail Foundation. It
i= published quarterlv and
distribuled o the Friends of the
Colorado Tral

e Codorado Trail s a
SO0 male long lagh mountain
educanonal and recreational
hiking trail that meanders
through some of the most
beautiful termain in the state 1t
stretches Froum Deaver o
Durango with many intermedi-
g JCCess points

I'he Colorado Trail
Foundation, an all valunteer,
tax deductible, nonprofit
corporalion, 18 poverned by
public agencies and privale
sector representatives The
Foundation recruils and traims
volunieers Tor Iral construg-
tion crews, coordinates the
Adopt-A-Trail munlenance
program, and distributes
informantion on Colorado el
activities, tral crews and
publications

Ihe busimess address s,

Colorado Trail Foundation
i) Baox 26087hH

Lakewood, €O BO226-40876

Pres Crudy Craskall
L0 E-A i R
VI Merle McDonald
TI9-599425%
Sec [enise Wnight
39T 3.Td0
Ires Chns Abston
A 28-43200
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The Colorado Trail
A story of Partnerships
by Belinda Wiman

Ihe Colorado Trul s
20 years old this summer. [1's a
greal story, one about undying
persisience, patience,
dedicanon, hard work and
devotion. [1's about thousands
of people and ther
determination 1o preserve the
natural environment through the
building of this 500 mile,
continuous trail of raw beauly
And s aboul leadershap and
COUTAEC
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Concerved in 1975 by
Regional Forester, Bill Lucas,
g% o lederal bicentennial
project. The Colorado Tranl was
1o Filla svond ina growing
sepment of outdoor users, Hill
realised that the Forest Semvice
el Tered very hittle Tor
indiv iduals and famiies who
wanted o walk in the woods
and empoy the out of doors, but

didn’t want the extreme ol a
wilderness expenence. The
Colorado Tral was to be a
premier, scenic family tral wath
prades no preater than 10%
Another Forest Service poal was
o increase pubhic awareness
and support of the Mational
Forest trm| system

In 1974, Bill Lucas
orgamaed several focus groups
wilh inlerests in outdoor wse, o
brainstorm and develop a plan.
The Colorado Mountain
Trails Foundation was born of
this process. Three goals were
outlined:

« To
develop a
non-
vehicular
traul
svslem
between
Denver
and
Durango
for
mecreatonal
and
ethrnboml
uses,
This
syslem
will include the main trail as the
huckbone and a network of
connecting and side tramls 1o
provide numerous loops and
access o points of interest and
LA areis

* Privide educational
upportunitics for schools,
collepes, universilics, organiza-
trons, communities and indi-
viduals. The corndor 1s consid-

-
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ered to be a linear classroom of
nature’s ecosystems where
individuals and groups can find
the learning expeniences they
desire

*  Provide for public
involvement, awareness, and
appreciation of resource man-
agement and 10 encourage self-
development through participa-
tion in the voluntary construc-
tion, mainienance and manage-
ment of the system.

{Tuken from The
erloaruncler Tronl

Fviecmimicniol Axsessorend )

l'o accomplish these
poals, the Forest Service and the
Foundation drew up a Memo-
randum of LInderstanding which
was signed in 1976, Unuil this
time, the volunieers denved

maostly from the Colorado
Mountain Club, who had
already begun to rebuild and
relocate the proposed trail.

The agreement between
the Forest Service and the
Colorado Mountain Trails
Foundation marked the begin-
ming of an 18 year parinership,
with both entities agreeing on
cooperation in all aspects of
butlding The Colorado Trail,
including financial resources,
bime commitmenis, Communi-
cation mechamisms, and other
necessary elements 1o make the
vision a reality. The Forest
Service mostly cleared the
burcaucratic way and provided
technical assistance and person-
nel, and the Colorado Mountain
Tranls Foundation proposed the
projects, and supplied the gear
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and volunteers

Many obstacles faced
the project including lack of
focus and drive. But in 1980,
the Colorado Mountain Club’s
Trails and Huts Committee
made The Colorado Trail 115 top
prionty. Gudy Gaskill was the
chairperson and champion.
And, although until this time,
the trail progressed in picce-
meal fashion, this commitment
through the CMC was a tumning
paoint. The Forest Service
budgets had been cut and, at
first a seemingly insurmount-
able obstacle, Gudy saw that the
trail could be built for far less
cost by the pnivate sector
through the volunteers and fund
raising. Her cost analysis was
based on paving only for sup-
plies which she estimaled was
£500 per mile built with volun-
teer labor.

The effort enjoved a
boost by the personal interest of
then Governor Lamm, who
wanted to see the project
completed before the end of his
term in 1986, Lamm's interest
sparked renewed cooperation
between the State of Colorado
and the Forest Service over the
planning of recreational facili-
ties on federal land in Colorado,
It was the first ime the stale
and federal government worked
in partnership in establishing
prienties in bullding recre-
atwonal facilities.

The Colorado Trail truly
swells with the nchness of

the historical partnerships
created between all of s
volunteers and state and
federal agencies. Indeed, the
real heroes in this story are
the thousands of volunteers
wha provided the
painstaking manual labor 1o
hack out the trail from the
mountainside. Led by the
persistent and dedicated
Gudy Gaskill, the volunteers
onginated not only from the
CMC, but they also came
from all comers of the
country. The stones behind
these volunteers are
coprous, but the
commonalty between all
seems o be the sansfaction
derived from having
contnbuled to a tangible
natural resource which wall
remain a legacy for
penerations. A legacy which
will feed the quest for
adventure and precipitate
the special dimension ol life
imparted by the spirit ol the
outdoars
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Pasque Nowers are covening the
foothills west of Denver while
at the 7000 oo level the wild
Ciolden Banner's and purple
Spike Penstamon are vieing
cach other lor the showiesi
space. Spring in Colorado!
Spnng for the CTF means
taking inventory of our
equipment, turning volunteers

down because we are overfilled,

creating new pamphlets, maps,
brochures and puide book. 1t
meant planming for a number of
booths al festivals, Mational

Trails Day activities, 20th
Birthday celebration on
Aug. 25th at the
Governor's Mansion

{mark your calendar and

plan on coming!), Swan
Kwver reroute ribbon cutting
celebration, trail crew reunion,
new design for T-shirts, give
away hals lor volunteers and ol
course, those endless piles of
letters.

[hank our lucky stars
that we have such a great
working Foundaton. Evervone
15 involved with planming and
meehing Evervone gives their
tme and ¢lfort freely and come
up with workable, intnguing
sugpcshions. Come join this
preal organisation’ We are
looking for someone 1o edit the
guarerly newsletier and do
some creative designs on ther
computer Here 1s vour chance
o shime! He imvolved with our
fun activities and meet a great
group of individuals. There s

Fread Limes

good left in this world.....1t must
all be wath The Colorado Trail!

There are others besides
the working Foundation that are
almost daily involved with The
Colorado Tranl. A point in
question: a couple of weeks
ago. there was a knock on the
door and a pentleman in a
business swit, with a bnelcase in
hand, stood at the door. My
husband invited hom in (the
cad' jand he announced that he
was with the Colorado State
Department of Revenue and
was delivering filed charpes
against the Foundation for taxes
that had not been paid for two
quarters in 1992 After he left, |
called our treasurer Chris
Abston and gave him the
information. Chris checked into
it and found that duning the time
wi were essentially without a
bookkeeper an estimated tax
payment was made but not
followed up with the
appropriate paperwork. That
requirément was overlooked in
the confusion bringing the
books up to date and finding a
new volunteer bookkeeper
Chns then led the papers and
now we are due a refund. We
wire told by the agent that nt
was the first ime that he had
enjoved visiing with a
delinguent chient and he learmed
a lon about The Colorado Trail
Owur hats ofT 1o you Chns, your
doing a great job

We have a mew trail
crew coordinators, Jon and
Marylin Greeneisen (J03-688-
2299). They live in Franktown,

southeast of Denver and will be
sending oul the crew rosters,
acceplance letters and
individual packets. Merle has
spent quite a few days with Jon
bringing 1t all up to date and
entering it into a new compuler
program, It wall facihitate one
call to find out who 15 on what
crew and how filled the crews
arc(All 18 of the original
crews were filled by mid-
April so we opened two
additional crews on May 1)
Al Mauthe, who has been
keeping track of all of the
volunteers for the past six years,
15 now in charge of all the
mailings. Our two dther
volunteers that have every other
day projects are Tom Grover
and Gail Norby. Tom picks up
the mail at our Littleton post
office box and sorts the mail
He keeps a mail log and sends
the requests o the approprate
volunteer for fulillment, Tom
fulfills the requests for general
information. The checks are
senl 1o Anne [or deposit. When
Gail Norby {from Lakewood )
receives orders from Tom or
Gudy, she does all the
packaging and manling except
the commercial book orders.
Commercial Guide Book orders
are taken care of by Westchite
Publishing. Gudy also keeps a
hand written database and there
are mailed to Jerry van Stroh
in Parker, who compiles them
into a monthly prntout. Tom's
and Jerry's printouts are sent o
Merle, Gudy, Chns, Bea
Slingsby and Jon Greeneisen.
These hsts are cross checked 1o
make sure that an inquiry or
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order wasn 1 lost somewhere
Bea Slingsby has been sending
oul the thank you cards 1o
contributors for vears She fecls
that she knows the long time
supporters well, although she
hasn 't met many

'he CT brochure 15
being rewnitten by Foundation
member Belinda Wiman and
being edited and set ready for
printing by Jane Wackerbarth,
Jane and Helinda are bath going
to school full tme, have half
time jobs and sill fit in ime o
work with the CT Jane wrole
and edited the green brochure
and edited the Chnstmas
newsletter for us Belinda s
putting together the exciting
program for the 20th Birthday
Celebraton Read about
elsewhere in this issue of Tread
Lines EMS has agreed 1o
sponsor the event and give door
prizes. The Wheat Ridge and
Willa ltahia store of EMS and
Mountain Smith arc co-
sponsonng the pancake
breakfast in Waterton Canvon
with the C'TF on National
Trails Day June 4th. Come oul
and socialize, el a hitle
EXCICISe, paricipale in a nalure
walk, listen to an EMS serminar
on trarl enquette while downing
those polden, delicious
pancakes cooked under the
auspices of Ireme Cazer and
Pat Nagorka George Miller
will be assisting with the heavy
work |'m planmng on being
there, under those ig old
coltonweond trees, next o the
Platte nver, and | hope to see
viou theene Lo’

Tread Lines

| met a lovely lads
skiing this wanter and she
volunteered to put together the
1993 trml crew pclures inlo an
album for the celebration
Virginia Minick can use ANY
labeled pactures that vou have
extra. soon [ while she's
recovenng from hip surgery )

‘Wi have another
exciting volunieer who
responded 1o owr plea in the last
I'read Lines He's Thomas
Carroll from Littleton and he's
writing the history of the C'
Not a small undermaking
Thomas came 1o Gudy's house
and went home with boxes ol
clippings, letiers and files He
will also have to get the files
from the Boulder CL! istoncal
offices as well as the files from
the State Histoncal Socwety . 1
will take hours of reading,
sorting and categonzing into
vears before Thomas can éven
start It wall be exciting to get a
fimshed product, a histoncal
chain of events on how it all
came together | know, but whao
clse?

I here were so many
peaple that wanted 1o
participale on Sleve’s and
Lynan's CT trek this summer
that many had (o be turned
down and a long list on the
wailing hxt | thought that it was
we clderly people that hiked 1o
hike im comfiort, NOT so' It's
voung and old alike What a
ity o see the country of the
C1 with a hight load and a head
held high Such sights. Such
views' Ciudy's OUMC 1reks were

also filled two davs after the
publication came out. 11 was
such good news 1o hear that we
had received both grants for the
tranl. The Dallon Dstnet fund
from Grreat Outdoors Colorado
for the three miles of tranl s a
matching fund The Taylor
Instnet 513 500 fund for the
Tavlor niver bndge 15 a fully
funded project from the Off-
Highway Vehicle fund. |
personally want 1o thank both
Commitiees for the grants and
consideration given The
Colorado Trall The money will
be carefully spent The tranl
location has again changed in
the Taylor hstnict The Dhsinct
has now merged with the
Cebolla [hsinct and 15 headed
by the Cebolla [hstnict Ranger
Jim Dawson. | he
Environmenial Acescent (EA |
for the new route has started
and a number of CT members
have sent me copies of letters
that they sent (o the Distnct in
response to requests for
comment. Neither routes are
wdeal as there 15 private Property
that has o be circumvented
I'hanks to you who wrole
comment letters

Sam Guyton, a member
of the CTF s Board of
[ irectors, and s law [irm
Holland and Hart, were able 1o
copynight the trail name From
now on the name 1s THE
COLORADO TRAIL which
distinguishes i1 from any other
tratl in Colorado. There are
many Colorado Trails, but only
one THE COLORAIM)
TRAIL.

Continued on page 6
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