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Summer of 1996 

Another summer of intense 
activity on The Colorado Trail 

has passed. Of the list of 
anticipated projects, 100% were 
completed. We had a few high- 
altitude problems, no accidents, 

and some incredible hardships 
to overcome. The challenges 

ranged all the way from taking 
out trees without proper 

equipment to packing in 
supplies on human backs for 

three steep miles and then 

turning around and packing in 
the food for 15 hungry 
volunteers. Some crews had 
very dull tools, and some didn’t 
have enough tools, but 
somehow everyone was kept 
busy, and the projects bulldozed 
along. 
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Another Banner Year 
by Jon and Marylin Greeneisen 

During the summer of "96 just ended, 245 volunteers came to 
build The Colorado Trail, according to CT Crew Registrars Jon 

and Marylin Greeneisen. The volunteers came from 22 states, 
England, and Germany to fill 285 crew assignments on 18 

crews—17 week-long and 1 weekend. 
Volunteers came from Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Geor- 

gia, lowa, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, 

Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, Washington, and Wyo- 

ming. One hundred fifty-nine (65%) were from Colorado, and 23 

traveled from Texas, while 13 came from Ohio (including 12 
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Tread Lines 
is the internal newsletter of the 
Colorado Trail Foundation. It 

is published quarterly and 
distributed to the Friends of 
The Colorado Trail. 

The Colorado Trail is a 
500-mile-long, high-mountain 
educational and recreational 

hiking trail that meanders 
through some of the most 
beautiful terrain in the state. It 

stretches from Denver to 

Durango with many intermedi- 
ate access points. 

The Colorado Trail 

Foundation, an all-volunteer, 

nonprofit corporation, is gov- 
ered by public agencies and 
private sector representatives. 
The Foundation recruits and 

trains volunteers for trail 

construction crews, coordinates 

the Adopt-A-Trail mainte- 
nance program, and distributes 

information on Colorado Trail 

activities, trail crews, and 

publications. Donations to the 
CTF are tax deductible. 

The business address is 

Colorado Trail Foundation 

P.O. Box 260876 
Lakewood, CO 80226-0876 

Pres. Gudy Gaskill 
(303) 526-0809 

V.P. Merle McDonald 

(719) 599-4258 

Sec. Denise Wright 
(303) 973-7461 

Treas. Chris Abston 

(303) 628-4329 

This edition of Tread Lines was 
compiled by Merle McDonald 

and by Susan Junkin. 
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Mother Nature’s Fury 

While we were all out working on 
the trail, Mother Nature presented 
us with more anxieties. In June a 

devastating forest fire burned 
12,000 acres in the South Platte 

District. This fire burned 8 miles of 

The Colorado Trail. Consequently, 
the trail was closed to users until it 

could be cleaned of snags. An 
alternate route was established by 
the South Platte District, and many 
users followed that route. Some 
were nearly swept away while 
attempting to cross the South 
Platte. Others added another 10 
miles (to the 8 closed miles) to 

their trek in uncomfortably hot 
weather. There just wasn’t a good 
detour, and many will have to 

come back another year to finish 
the WHOLE trail. Then in July a 
succession of rains created mud 

floods throughout the burned area 
The Buffalo Creek Bridge was 
washed out, and the South Platte 

(Townsite) bridge was heavily 
damaged and subsequently taken 
out by the Denver Water Board to 
avoid risks. That leaves the 
burned-out area (including Top of 
the World picnic site) isolated. The 
hopeful plan will be to build a foot 
bridge across the Platte where The 
Colorado Trail comes down onto 
the road. Previously we walked 
down the road to the defunct 
bridge and now would cross the 
road and continue straight to the 
river A new trail would be built on 
the opposite side of the river to 
join in with the Top of the World 
road. A top priority for next 
summer. 

In the meantime, there are no 
plans for a cleanup with the Forest 
Service for the remainder of this 
year as the South Platte District 
has its hands full in trying to 
control the erosion between the 
towns of Pine and Deckers. If you 

would like to help, a lady in Pine is 
coordinating volunteer jobs. Her 

name is Pat Lang, and she can be 
reached at (303) 838-4164. 

Merle McDonald and I will 

be meeting with representatives from 
the South Platte District very soon to 
do a walk-through and analysis of the 
damage. This will determine our crew 
needs for next summer. 

Hiking with Dogs 

All hikers on the trail who bring a dog 
or dogs should realize that NO dogs 
are allowed in Waterton Canyon (one 
did ride a mule last summer!), and 
they must be under control in the 

National Forests. In the wilderness 
areas, a leash IS REQUIRED, and 
you are subject to a fine if caught 
walking your dog sans leash. Be a 
considerate trail user 

Thanks to Pat Nagorka 

Once again our hats are off to Pat 
Nagorka and her faithful crew of 
volunteers for the excellent menus and 
great food. If anyone didn’t gain 
weight, it was only because some of 
the food wasn’t brought in OR 
because the person worked too hard! 
Irene Cazar and Pat baked briskets 
with side packets of gravy that were 
the most tender ever. It was such a 

treat that not a morsel remained to be 
put back into the coolers. 

New CT Hats 

Speaking of “Hats Off,” our new 

embroidered suede hats were a hit. 

Not one came back, and we could 

have sold twice the number we had. If 

you didn’t get a chance to buy one, 
we've ordered another bunch of these 

good-looking items 

Clear Creek Bridge 

Many of us have had the chance to 

walk over and look at the new bridge 

over Clear Creek. The bridge itself is 
on private property, and owner Steve 
Hyde and ranch managers Lee and 

Kristen Hall were responsible for the 
construction and cost of the bridge 
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