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President’s 
C 0 r n e r bv Jon Greeneisen 

A Successful Summer 2003 

The Colorado Trail Foundation’s 

main activities occur in the summer. 

During summer months we maintain 

and improve The Trail, conduct 

educational events, and facilitate use 
and enjoyment of The Trail. In all 

three endeavors 2003 was a success- 

ful year. 

Nearly 300 volunteers teamed up 

on 20 crews to improve The Trail 

with projects from Buffalo Creek to 

Hotel Draw. A third of these laboring 

volunteers came from 21 states other 

than Colorado and, altogether, they 

ranged in age from 9 to 80. They 

removed trees that obstructed The 
Trail, built culverts and bridges, hauled 

gravel to improve The Trail's surface, 

cut new trail to reroute around bogs 

and steep slopes, installed hundreds of 

water bars to improve drainage and 

installed countless posts and signs. 

And, from all reports, most everyone 

had an enjoyable time in so doing. 

Under Gudy Gaskill’s direction, 

the CTF provided eight week-long 

classes at the Foundation’s cabin near 
Lake City. Some 58 individuals 
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Volunteers Gather for 
Friends of The Trail Dinner 
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Tread Lines is he imemal 
newsletter of The Colorado Trail Founda- 
tion. [tis published three times a year and 
distributed to the Friends of The Colorado 
Trail ® 

The Colorado Trail is a 500-mile-long, 

hiking, mountain biking, and equestrian trail 
that meanders through some of the most 
beautiful terrain in the state. It stretches from 
Denver to Durango with many intermediate 
access points. 

The Colorado Trail Foundation, a 
nonprofit corporation, is governed by private- 
sector representatives in cooperation with 

public agencies. The Foundation recruits and 
trains volunteers for Colorado Trail (“CT™) 

construction crews, supplies and supports the 
crews, conducts fully supported week-long 

treks on the CT, teaches accredited classes, 
maintains the CT through its Adopt-A-Trail 

program, distributes information on Colorado 
Trail activities and crews, and creates and 

distributes publications. Donations to the 

CTF are tax deductible. 
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attended the classes that this year included “Kids Natural World,” a weck for 

children ages 6 to 11. Other classes focused on storytelling, photography, 

painting, wild flowers and geology. This semester of higher education (cleva- 

tion 10,800 feet) was a great time of growth and learning for all participants 

plus the possibility of credits for teachers. 

The third leg of the CTF summer was the trck program that offered 

six week-long supported treks between Kenosha Pass and Durango. Pete 

Turner and Lisa Hannapel served as the Foundation’s “trek masters” 

and they provided great mountain experiences along The Colorado Trail for 

69 hikers. 

On top of this, we met and heard from innumerable hikers, horse riders 

and mountain bikers who experienced the high mountain country as is only 

made possible by Colorado's premier long-distance trail. Some were through- 

hikers. Others were day-users. But all related their great times out there on 

The Colorado Trail. Yes, 2003 was a good summer. 

Friends-of-the-Trail Dinner 

To celebrate a great summer and, more importantly, to recognize some 

of the hundreds of volunteers who made the summer successful, almost 

100 of us gathered here in Golden on September 27 for an informal potluck 

dinner. It was a time of meeting CT friends and recalling the good times 

we had in the mountains. 

In addition to recognizing the volunteers who made things happen, we had 

several super trail crew entertainers. Grey Owl Barrett came from Pryor, 

Oklahoma, to play tunes on his harmonica and give birdcalls. Ken Stagner 

recited a couple of memorable, hilarious cowboy poetry tales. And Jim Monk 

favored us with songs on his guitar. It was a fun evening and a nice way to 

conclude the CTF summer. 

The CTF Board of Directors Meets 

The Foundation's Board of Directors held its fall meeting also on Septem- 

ber 27 at the American Alpine Center in Golden. Board members attending 
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