
 

News from The Colorado Trail Foundation

THE COLORADO TRAIL APPEARED 
PROMINENTLY IN LOCAL AND SOME NATIONAL 
MEDIA OUTLETS THIS SUMMER AS PATRICIA 
CAMERON, executive director of Blackpackers, an 
organization promoting diversity in outdoor recreation, 
thru-hiked the Trail. Many 
others followed her progress in 
frequent updates on social media 
and in her weekly dispatches for 
Backpacker Magazine. 
    Cameron, of Colorado Springs, 
completed her hike in Durango 
on Aug. 27 after beginning in 
Denver on July 6.

“I have not done a lot of solo 
overnights, and being out in the 
wilderness by myself and knowing 
I’m miles from the next hiker is 
scary but super empowering,” she 
reported during the hike.

Cameron said she founded 
Blackpackers to expose minorities 
to backpacking and to raise funds 
to ease the economic barriers 
that may stand in their way. 
“The upfront costs of this type of 
activity can be tough,” Cameron 
said. “I know it was for me.” 

Her aim is to be able to 
subsidize the cost of gear or lend 
it out to those who would like to 
experience backpacking.

Right now, “I’m the only 
person (on the Trail) that looks like me,” she said. 

She hopes that will change. “I want to encourage people 
who might be afraid of what it might be like, who look 

different on the trail, to just give it a go,” she says.
She told Rocky Mountain PBS, which featured her on 

Colorado Voices, that the camaraderie on the Trail was one 
of the things that impressed her the most. She recalled an 
incident on Indian Trail Ridge in the San Juan Mountains 

when she was caught in a 
hailstorm and a group of 
hikers came to her aid.

“They all said, ‘We’re 
not leaving you behind!’ 
– Cameron recounted. 
“This group of people 
who I had never met 
... took me with them 
and took me in as part 
of their group, and as a 
group they went as slow 
as I went, because I was 
a pretty slow person out 
there. And they got me 
over that ridge. They just 
kept saying, ‘We’re not 
going to leave you.’ ”

“I think the Trail 
restored my faith in 
humanity,” she said.

She said she wants to 
change the perception 
of the outdoors so that 
when people think of 
activities like hiking The 
Colorado Trail, they 
won’t necessarily think of 

what Cameron calls Colorado’s “bro culture.”
“Maybe they’ll think of me!” she said. “And I think that’s 

a huge step in changing the narrative of the outdoors.”
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Avery Lewis, of 
Stillwater, Okla.: 

“This summer I thru-
hiked The Colorado Trail 

with my dad, Warren. 
It’s been on my dad’s 

bucket list for quite some 
time. Five hundred miles 

stretching from Denver 
to Durango in 30 days 

completely engulfed 
in Colorado’s natural 
beauty. This trip has 

been nothing short of an 
adventure. …“I’ ll never 

underestimate taking 
things day by day. From 
waking up early in May 
to walk 3-6 miles with 
my dad to pulling 21, 

24, and 22 miles on the 
final days leading up to 
Durango. We’ve come a 

long way …

‘Blackpacker’ Makes 
 News on the CT
    

— see full story  
on page 6
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Perhaps the most overused word in 2020 is 
“unprecedented.” So let me just say that this year has 
been unlike any other I’ve experienced in my 15+ years 
as executive director of The Colorado Trail Foundation. 

There were no trail crews this season. Adopter activity 
was extremely limited. All of our annual events – fall 
volunteer picnic, holiday party, gathering in Durango – 
were canceled. It’s all due, of course, to the coronavirus 
pandemic and our concern for the health and well-being 
of our volunteers, staff, and other supporters. 

Many of the decisions we’ve made have been last-
minute, particularly regarding trail crews, because of the 
fluidity of the situation. So much depended on decisions 
made by federal agencies, primarily the U.S. Forest 
Service, which oversee the lands The Colorado Trail 
passes through. A green light one day could turn yellow 
or red the next. It was a whirlwind. 

It eventually became clear that proceeding with our 
crews would be impossible. The obstacles were just 
too big. Fortunately, our wonderful volunteers were 
completely understanding. In fact, most donated their 
crew fees instead of asking for refunds and vowed to be 
back next year. 

Into this “unprecedented” (sorry) situation walked 
Darin Radatz, our new field operations manager. As 
you may remember from the last Tread Lines, Darin was 
chosen from among dozens of candidates to take over for 
Brent Adams, who as our first full-time field operations 

manager. Brent oversaw the construction of the George 
Miller Field Operations Center in Poncha Springs and 
took our trail crew and Adopter programs to a new level 
during his five years in that job.

Even as Darin was planning his move from New 
Hampshire to Salida with his partner, Emily Lord, and 
golden retriever, Solstice, COVID-19 hit. Rather than 
bail, he jumped into the job with both feet. Without trail 
crews to oversee, he worked with Adams, who graciously 
donated his time during the transition, to learn the many 
facets of the job; familiarized himself with the CT and 
the projects that will eventually come under his purview; 
and began building relationships with Forest Service 
personnel. 

On Sept. 14, Darin led a CTF Volunteer Workday 
Project to repair an eroded section of trail next to a 
stream in the Copper Mountain area. Working with 
Adopter Dave Callais and his crew, they installed a large 
rock retaining wall to limit erosion by stabilizing the 
streambank. 

As noted elsewhere in this edition of Tread Lines, 
our Adopters have stepped up in a big way, completing 
their maintenance and other work during the narrow 
windows available – often just a week or two – when 
Forest Service restrictions were lifted on volunteer 
activities on the Trail.

Thanks must go out, too, to our many supporters 
who have kept contributing during these difficult times. 
I’m always amazed at how deeply loved our Trail is.

Those who have spent time on the Trail know all 
about overcoming challenges. Like them, we will 
overcome ours and come out stronger.  
Stay well, everyone.

 
Happy Trails,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Executive Director’s Update

The pandemic wiped this year’s events calendar clean. No volunteer 
appreciation picnic in Lakewood in September. No gathering in 
Durango in October for our southwest Colorado friends. No holiday 
party in Dec. at the American Mountaineering Center in Golden. 

But we are cautiously optimistic that won’t be the case 
again in 2021 and so we’ve set tentative dates for all 
three events next year:

Sept. 18  Annual Friends Picnic, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,  

     Bear Creek Lake Park, Lakewood.

Oct. 9     Durango Gathering, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., location TBD.

Dec. 2    Holiday Reception, 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., American   

      Mountaineering Center, Golden.
A note of caution: Mark down these dates in pencil because, you know,  
the pandemic rages on.

Events 
Back on 

Calendar

The Colorado Trail Foundation is mourning 
the loss of Carolyn Burtard, who died Aug. 
11 at age 68 of complications from melanoma 
cancer. Carolyn was a former board member, 
longtime trail crew volunteer, event organizer, and 
one of The Colorado Trail’s biggest cheerleaders. 

“We feel deeply for Carolyn, for those closest 
to her, and everyone who 
knew and loved her,” 
CTF Executive Director 
Bill Manning said in 
announcing her passing. 
“Carolyn provided 
decades-long service to our 
nonprofit and she will be 
missed.”

Her involvement with 
the Foundation began in 
the 1980s as a trail crew 
volunteer. For many years, 
she and her husband, 
Doug, who preceded her 
in death, worked multiple 
crews. She became a board 
member in the early 2000s. 
Later, she chaired the Event Committee, helping 
the Foundation organize its fall picnics and 
holiday receptions. 

Carolyn, who lived in Centennial, spent 
most of her career in sales. She grew up in Long 
Island, N.Y., moved to Salt Lake City, Utah, 
as a teenager, graduated from Brigham Young 
University in 1974, and moved to Colorado 
in 1984 for work. She was an avid outdoors 

person, dog lover, and traveled the world. She 
was an active volunteer in several organizations 
in addition to the CTF. (Full obituary 
information is available at legacy.com/obituaries/
coloradocommunitymedia.)

After Carolyn’s death was announced, several 
CTF friends sent in remembrances: 

Suzanne Reed: “I had the 
good fortune of working and 
laughing alongside Carolyn 
and Doug on several CT trail 
crews. Seeing their names on 
the crew roster assured you 
were in for a good time while 
building trail, kitchen duty, 
cleanup, or whatever the job.”

Jacque Burroughs: “I 
always loved volunteering with 
her at the picnics and parties. 
She was so friendly and easy to 
be around. She worked extra 
hard to make sure everyone 
was having a good time and 
that things went off without a 
hitch. … She loved people and 

people loved her.”
Thomas Gramling: “Wonderful lady. I 

loved working with her. She always made me 
laugh when we sat next to each other at board 
meetings.”

Carol Cameron: “I will remember Carolyn 
for her energy, her generosity, and her laughter. 
She gave so much to the CT and Foundation. 
What a loss.”

CTF Loses Longtime Friend

CAROLYN BURTARD

CTF SEES NUMBERS SURGE
Despite the coronavirus pandemic – or perhaps because of it – CT 

user numbers appear to have surged this past season. That conclusion 
is based mostly on anecdotal reports from veteran Trail users, but 
there are other indicators as well:

•Phone and e-mail inquiries fielded by CTF staff have risen 
dramatically this year, at times reaching over 300 a day. 

•Our online CT Store orders have increased multifold. 
•The level of CT-related activity on Facebook and other social 

media is higher than ever.
•Through mid-October, the CTF had sent out 471 completer 

certificates for 2020, more than ever by far, with more requests in the 
pipeline. CTF Executive Director Bill Manning said the previous full-year 
record, set in 2017, was 406, and added that he expects this year’s final count 
will likely approach 600.

Manning believes a number of factors have contributed to the rise in 
usage, including the increased popularity of the CT as word spreads about 
the Trail via social media and other outlets. He also speculates that after  
the Appalachian and Pacific Crest trails were closed in the early months  
of the pandemic that many distance hikers shifted their plans to doing  
the CT instead.

“The AT and PCT seasons start much earlier in the 
year and their organizations had to make their closure 

decisions based on the best information at the time,” 
Manning said. “With our typical starting times in 
July, we could put off a decision until later, and I am 
so thankful that the U.S. Forest Service allowed the 
CT to stay open.”

Manning said Trail activity has been trending 
steadily higher for at least a decade. Completer 

numbers in 2018 and 2019 would likely have exceeded 
2017’s record if not for closures on the Trail in 2018 due to 

wildfires and delayed starting times in 2019 because late snows 
made many sections impassable longer than normal.

“I’m happy to report that the increasing numbers don’t seem to be 
diminishing users’ enjoyment of the Trail,” Manning said. “While they are 
seeing more people than in previous years, primarily at campsites, they are 
still super upbeat about their experience.”

“Travelers in 2020 have continued to report that the CT is one of the  
best maintained and prettiest trails they’ve ever traveled.”

Mikaela (“FlyBy”) Osler, of Albuquerque, set 
the women’s self-supported speed record on The 
Colorado Trail on Aug. 9, according to Adventure 
Pro Magazine and other media sources, shattering 
the old record by more than four days.

Osler left Denver on July 30 and finished 10 
days, 12 hours and 36 minutes later. The previous 
fastest known time (FKT), set by Olga King in 
2018, was 15 days, 2 hours and 28 minutes. (The 
Colorado Trail Foundation doesn’t officially 
recognize such records, which are maintained  
by various other groups.)

Osler, who is originally from Vermont, is a 
Triple-Crowner, having previously hiked the 
Pacific Crest Trail, Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail, and Appalachian Trail. She is 
currently in grad school studying creative writing 
at the University of New Mexico. 

She told Adventure Pro Magazine that she got 
the idea of going for the CT record last year while 
she was on the Appalachian Trail. “I listened to 
the audiobook “Thirst” by Heather Anderson. 
She set the FKT on the PCT and AT. I had heard 
about her when I was on the PCT and it was so, 
so important to me that she had not just done it 
really fast, but had done it faster than any men 
had ever done. It made me feel like, as a woman,  
I could belong in the thru-hiking world and not 
be held back by my gender.”

N.M. Woman 
Sets FKT Record 
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been unlike any other I’ve experienced in my 15+ years 
as executive director of The Colorado Trail Foundation. 

There were no trail crews this season. Adopter activity 
was extremely limited. All of our annual events – fall 
volunteer picnic, holiday party, gathering in Durango – 
were canceled. It’s all due, of course, to the coronavirus 
pandemic and our concern for the health and well-being 
of our volunteers, staff, and other supporters. 

Many of the decisions we’ve made have been last-
minute, particularly regarding trail crews, because of the 
fluidity of the situation. So much depended on decisions 
made by federal agencies, primarily the U.S. Forest 
Service, which oversee the lands The Colorado Trail 
passes through. A green light one day could turn yellow 
or red the next. It was a whirlwind. 

It eventually became clear that proceeding with our 
crews would be impossible. The obstacles were just 
too big. Fortunately, our wonderful volunteers were 
completely understanding. In fact, most donated their 
crew fees instead of asking for refunds and vowed to be 
back next year. 

Into this “unprecedented” (sorry) situation walked 
Darin Radatz, our new field operations manager. As 
you may remember from the last Tread Lines, Darin was 
chosen from among dozens of candidates to take over for 
Brent Adams, who as our first full-time field operations 

manager. Brent oversaw the construction of the George 
Miller Field Operations Center in Poncha Springs and 
took our trail crew and Adopter programs to a new level 
during his five years in that job.

Even as Darin was planning his move from New 
Hampshire to Salida with his partner, Emily Lord, and 
golden retriever, Solstice, COVID-19 hit. Rather than 
bail, he jumped into the job with both feet. Without trail 
crews to oversee, he worked with Adams, who graciously 
donated his time during the transition, to learn the many 
facets of the job; familiarized himself with the CT and 
the projects that will eventually come under his purview; 
and began building relationships with Forest Service 
personnel. 

On Sept. 14, Darin led a CTF Volunteer Workday 
Project to repair an eroded section of trail next to a 
stream in the Copper Mountain area. Working with 
Adopter Dave Callais and his crew, they installed a large 
rock retaining wall to limit erosion by stabilizing the 
streambank. 

As noted elsewhere in this edition of Tread Lines, 
our Adopters have stepped up in a big way, completing 
their maintenance and other work during the narrow 
windows available – often just a week or two – when 
Forest Service restrictions were lifted on volunteer 
activities on the Trail.

Thanks must go out, too, to our many supporters 
who have kept contributing during these difficult times. 
I’m always amazed at how deeply loved our Trail is.

Those who have spent time on the Trail know all 
about overcoming challenges. Like them, we will 
overcome ours and come out stronger.  
Stay well, everyone.
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appreciation picnic in Lakewood in September. No gathering in 
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But we are cautiously optimistic that won’t be the case 
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The Colorado Trail Foundation is mourning 
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11 at age 68 of complications from melanoma 
cancer. Carolyn was a former board member, 
longtime trail crew volunteer, event organizer, and 
one of The Colorado Trail’s biggest cheerleaders. 
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to her, and everyone who 
knew and loved her,” 
CTF Executive Director 
Bill Manning said in 
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decades-long service to our 
nonprofit and she will be 
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Her involvement with 
the Foundation began in 
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volunteer. For many years, 
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Doug, who preceded her 
in death, worked multiple 
crews. She became a board 
member in the early 2000s. 
Later, she chaired the Event Committee, helping 
the Foundation organize its fall picnics and 
holiday receptions. 

Carolyn, who lived in Centennial, spent 
most of her career in sales. She grew up in Long 
Island, N.Y., moved to Salt Lake City, Utah, 
as a teenager, graduated from Brigham Young 
University in 1974, and moved to Colorado 
in 1984 for work. She was an avid outdoors 

person, dog lover, and traveled the world. She 
was an active volunteer in several organizations 
in addition to the CTF. (Full obituary 
information is available at legacy.com/obituaries/
coloradocommunitymedia.)

After Carolyn’s death was announced, several 
CTF friends sent in remembrances: 

Suzanne Reed: “I had the 
good fortune of working and 
laughing alongside Carolyn 
and Doug on several CT trail 
crews. Seeing their names on 
the crew roster assured you 
were in for a good time while 
building trail, kitchen duty, 
cleanup, or whatever the job.”

Jacque Burroughs: “I 
always loved volunteering with 
her at the picnics and parties. 
She was so friendly and easy to 
be around. She worked extra 
hard to make sure everyone 
was having a good time and 
that things went off without a 
hitch. … She loved people and 

people loved her.”
Thomas Gramling: “Wonderful lady. I 

loved working with her. She always made me 
laugh when we sat next to each other at board 
meetings.”

Carol Cameron: “I will remember Carolyn 
for her energy, her generosity, and her laughter. 
She gave so much to the CT and Foundation. 
What a loss.”
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CTF SEES NUMBERS SURGE
Despite the coronavirus pandemic – or perhaps because of it – CT 

user numbers appear to have surged this past season. That conclusion 
is based mostly on anecdotal reports from veteran Trail users, but 
there are other indicators as well:

•Phone and e-mail inquiries fielded by CTF staff have risen 
dramatically this year, at times reaching over 300 a day. 

•Our online CT Store orders have increased multifold. 
•The level of CT-related activity on Facebook and other social 

media is higher than ever.
•Through mid-October, the CTF had sent out 471 completer 

certificates for 2020, more than ever by far, with more requests in the 
pipeline. CTF Executive Director Bill Manning said the previous full-year 
record, set in 2017, was 406, and added that he expects this year’s final count 
will likely approach 600.

Manning believes a number of factors have contributed to the rise in 
usage, including the increased popularity of the CT as word spreads about 
the Trail via social media and other outlets. He also speculates that after  
the Appalachian and Pacific Crest trails were closed in the early months  
of the pandemic that many distance hikers shifted their plans to doing  
the CT instead.

“The AT and PCT seasons start much earlier in the 
year and their organizations had to make their closure 

decisions based on the best information at the time,” 
Manning said. “With our typical starting times in 
July, we could put off a decision until later, and I am 
so thankful that the U.S. Forest Service allowed the 
CT to stay open.”

Manning said Trail activity has been trending 
steadily higher for at least a decade. Completer 

numbers in 2018 and 2019 would likely have exceeded 
2017’s record if not for closures on the Trail in 2018 due to 

wildfires and delayed starting times in 2019 because late snows 
made many sections impassable longer than normal.

“I’m happy to report that the increasing numbers don’t seem to be 
diminishing users’ enjoyment of the Trail,” Manning said. “While they are 
seeing more people than in previous years, primarily at campsites, they are 
still super upbeat about their experience.”

“Travelers in 2020 have continued to report that the CT is one of the  
best maintained and prettiest trails they’ve ever traveled.”

Mikaela (“FlyBy”) Osler, of Albuquerque, set 
the women’s self-supported speed record on The 
Colorado Trail on Aug. 9, according to Adventure 
Pro Magazine and other media sources, shattering 
the old record by more than four days.

Osler left Denver on July 30 and finished 10 
days, 12 hours and 36 minutes later. The previous 
fastest known time (FKT), set by Olga King in 
2018, was 15 days, 2 hours and 28 minutes. (The 
Colorado Trail Foundation doesn’t officially 
recognize such records, which are maintained  
by various other groups.)

Osler, who is originally from Vermont, is a 
Triple-Crowner, having previously hiked the 
Pacific Crest Trail, Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail, and Appalachian Trail. She is 
currently in grad school studying creative writing 
at the University of New Mexico. 

She told Adventure Pro Magazine that she got 
the idea of going for the CT record last year while 
she was on the Appalachian Trail. “I listened to 
the audiobook “Thirst” by Heather Anderson. 
She set the FKT on the PCT and AT. I had heard 
about her when I was on the PCT and it was so, 
so important to me that she had not just done it 
really fast, but had done it faster than any men 
had ever done. It made me feel like, as a woman,  
I could belong in the thru-hiking world and not 
be held back by my gender.”

N.M. Woman 
Sets FKT Record 
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With all of our trail crews canceled 
because of coronavirus concerns, The 
Colorado Trail Foundation had to rely 
heavily on our Adopters to keep the 
Trail cleared and in shape during this 
most unusual year – and some of them 
went above and beyond their typical 
maintenance duties.

No one exemplified that better than 
Dawn Zalone, a longtime Adopter in 
Segment 5. This Spring she faced a series 
of blowdowns in her section that toppled scores of trees  
that were blocking the Trail. 

The CTF was alerted to the problem 
in early June by a volunteer pair from 
the Volunteers for Outdoor 
Colorado who were doing a 
campsite inventory patrol in 
the Lost Creek Wilderness 
Area. Dave Kraemer and 
his son, Sean, reported 
finding approximately 40 
deadfalls along 2½ miles of 
Trail, including one large 
blowdown section involving 
dozens of trees. 

When there is a severe 
downed tree event like this one, it not only makes passage 
difficult, it poses navigational problems for Trail users, CTF 
Field Operations Manager Darin Radatz said. “While I was 
out on this section scouting the extent of the downed trees, 
I had difficulty staying on course.”

 “While there I helped around 10 Trail users get around 
the large confusing areas with my GPS,” he said, “and others reported 
on social media about getting turned around in the area.” 

So there was a sense of urgency in addressing the situation. With 
Dawn’s approval, CTF Executive Director Bill Manning told the South 
Platte Ranger District of the Pike National Forest that the CTF was 
prepared to handle the tree removal. Within days, Forest Service gave 
the go-ahead.

Dawn, her husband, David, and their helpers made two trips in 
June to their eight-mile-long Adopter section that stretches from the 
Long Gulch Trailhead to the Rock Creek Trailhead, mostly in the Lost 
Creek Wilderness Area. During those work days, they encountered 
49 downed trees leading up to the large blowdown area. They cleared 
the majority of the trees but left a few larger ones. They made the Trail 
passable to hikers. 

“We limbed the branches so you can now step or climb over the 
felled trees,” she reported to Radatz, who coordinates the Adopt-A-Trail 
program. She vowed that she and her volunteer crew “will be able to 

remove all of these trees on future trips.”
On July 12, Dawn and a crew of eight hiked 3½ miles in to 

the big blowdown site. They were able to map out a designated 
trail through this area, clearing about 20 trees including 4 left 
from the previous trips. On Aug. 8, David returned with two 
helpers and took care of the remaining 5 trees.

Because her section is within a wilderness area, the crew was 
restricted to using hand tools to clear the trees and debris.  
“We used three Silky Big Boys, the giant Katanaboy, three 
Corona saws, pocket chain saw, loppers, a rake and the Rogue 
tool – all owned by my crew!” Dawn said. 

She also reported seeing a lot of Trail users, who undoubtedly 
appreciated all of the work done to clear the Trail. “The trail is being 
very heavily used,” she said. “We saw a lot of thru-hikers as well as  
day hikers. We’ve never seen that many in one day.”

Another major project 
completed by an Adopter crew 
came in Segment 8 in the Copper 
Mountain area, where Adopter 
Dave Callais and several helpers, 
with assistance from Radatz, fixed 
an eroded section of trail next to 
a stream by installing a massive 
rock retaining wall to further 
limit erosion by stabilizing the 
streambank. 

Adopter Patrick Murray also 
stepped up in Segment 7 in the 
Ten Mile Range, constructing a 
temporary footbridge alongside 
an old bridge crushed by the 2019 
avalanche.

Volunteers Loren Woods and  
Ed Pfromer deserve a big thanks as well for responding to a special 
request to remove trees hindering user passage in Segment 21.

Ed good-humoredly reported: “Neither rain nor snow nor the weight 
of Loren’s 100-year-old saw could keep us from clearing several trees on 
San Luis Pass. Loren agreed that such a beautiful saw might better be 
mounted on a wall. I agree.”

For those unfamiliar with the Adopt-A-Trail Program, Adopters 
are the CT’s front-line volunteers whose primary job is to keep the 
Trail passable by performing annual basic maintenance, including 
cleaning out water diversions to prevent erosion, clearing fallen trees 
blocking the route, and making sure signage is clear to hikers, riders 
and bikers. They also report on work requiring the assistance of larger 
trail crews. The 84 Adopt-A-Trail sections spanning the entire length of 
the CT range in length from 1½ to 17 miles. Most of the Adopters are 
individuals that enlist family members and groups of friends as helpers.  
 
(More information on the program is available at ColoradoTrail.org.)

4         

IT WAS THE SEASON 
OF THE ADOPTER

The impact of the heavy snowfall of 2018-2019, and the avalanches spawned, is still being felt, 
particularly in the Elk Creek area of Segment 24 in southwestern Colorado. Four enormous debris 
fields, some up to 20 feet deep in rock, broken timber and other vegetation, covered sections of the 
Trail, making the regular route impassible and testing the capabilities of CTF volunteers and Forest 
Service personnel in clearing them.

It was immediately evident to anyone surveying the devastation that restoring the Trail would 
be a multiyear project and that has proved the case. But good progress is being made despite the 
restrictions on using power tools and other mechanized equipment in the area, which is part of the 
Weminuche Wilderness.

The first priority, accomplished last trail season, was to flag bypasses around the debris fields and 
to clear out what could be cleared by hand. This year, a Southwest Conservation Corps (SCC) crew 
worked on the project in addition to CTF volunteers led by longtime Adopter Connie Wian, whose 
section has been impacted by the slides.

Kristina Schenck, lead wilderness ranger for the Columbine Ranger District of the San Juan 
National Forest, has been coordinating efforts with Wian and CTF Field Operations Manager Darin 
Radatz.

Wian reported on Sept. 14 that the SCC crew had cleared the first avalanche field and started 
on the second. She agrees with Schenck that clearing avalanche piles three and four will be more 
complex. “We believe three might need dynamite and that four will take several crews,” she said in a 
recent report.

But, she added, “I am so glad to finally see something happen!”

Progress Made in 
Clearing Elk Creek

We did not see this coming:  
a record sales year for the CTF’s 
online store.

Through the end of August, the 
store had received 2,100 orders, 
amounting to $97,000 in gross sales. 
Last year at the same time, the store 
had seen 837 orders and $41,000  
in gross sales.

CTF Executive Director Bill 
Manning speculates the surge is 
partly pandemic related – people 
dreaming of their next adventure on 
the Trail – and partly due to technical 
refinements made to the store website. 
Increasing awareness of the Trail is 
likely a factor as well.

Regardless, “the increased revenue 
is great news as store profits will add 
to the year-end bottom line, which means more  
money for maintaining the Trail,” he said.

Manning said the spike in orders has presented 
challenges to the organization, particularly for “our 
wonderful contract fulfillment person, Janet Kiyota, 
who has stepped up and kept up” with the increased 
workload.

He gives a special nod to CTF supporter Bernard 
Wolf, who donated 1,000 “485” stickers (denoting  
the end-to-end mileage of the CT) to the store.  
 
If you haven’t visited the store lately on 
ColoradoTrail.org, check out the 485 stickers  
and other new items, including:

• Refrigerator magnets featuring stunning images 
from the Trail;

• “Elk Creek Vista,” a matted print by Julie Leidel  
of one of the most iconic views of the Trail;

• CT scenery sticker in the shape of the familiar  
CT trail marker that you can use to dress up your  
water bottle, mug, laptop or car;

                 • Custom-made CT logo belt.

ONLINE STORE SALES SURGE

    ColoradoTrail.org
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It was touch and go for a while, but in the end The Colorado Trail Trekking 
Program went ahead this season as planned, with just one of the seven scheduled 
treks canceled due to the pandemic. For participants, that was welcome news.

“Group morale was high on all of the trips,” reported Jeanne and Chris 
Szczech, who run the program for the CTF. “People felt very grateful to be 
outdoors and also able to socialize again.”

It required a lot of additional work by the Szczechs and their staff. They had to 
modify their normal trekking format to comply with the Colorado COVID-19 
Outdoor Recreation Guidelines for Outfitters, which included limiting group size 
to 10 hikers, increased washing and sanitizing of equipment, social distancing and 
wearing masks, and other protective procedures.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“All of the hikers reported feeling safe with our precautions, including an 
epidemiologist on one of the treks,” the Szezechs said. “The necessary precautions 
did not detract from the fun of the experience.”

Although there were quite a few hiker cancellations this spring, those were offset 
somewhat by new signups from hikers whose other summer plans had changed. 
Still, the treks averaged 8.25 hikers per trek, down from the normal 11-12.

Registrations for 2021 treks are going well, according to the Szezechs, who are 
prepared to continue following safety protocols instituted this year is necessary. 

 
For more information, go to ColoradoTrail.org and click on “Guided Trekking”  
under “The Trail” pulldown menu.

TREKS GO ON  
DESPITE PANDEMIC

Social media have given Colorado Trail users a popular platform on 
which to pose questions, share information, keep in touch with Trail 
friends, and report their setbacks and successes. Here are excerpts 
from some of hundreds of recent posts.

 
Daughter Helps Dad Fulfill a Dream 
Avery Lewis, of Stillwater, Okla.: 

“This summer I thru-hiked The Colorado Trail with my dad, 
Warren. It’s been on my dad’s bucket list for quite some time. Five 
hundred miles stretching from Denver to Durango in 30 days 
completely engulfed in Colorado’s natural beauty. This 
trip has been nothing short of an adventure. 
…“I’ll never underestimate taking things 
day by day. From waking up early in 
May to walk 3-6 miles with my dad to 
pulling 21, 24, and 22 miles on the 
final days leading up to Durango. 
We’ve come a long way. …

 “Some of the many trials I 
had to adjust to included twisting 
my ankle on the first day, losing 
my appetite the first week on 
the trail (while acclimatizing), 
nearly passing out in Jefferson 
from dehydration, hitchhiking with 
strangers, bathing in freezing creeks, 
sleeping in sticky sweat … cutting my 
legs on fallen trees, doing laundry in creeks, 
enduring bloody noses from the altitude, using the 
woods as a restroom, hiking over slick frozen snow on ridges, taping 
my feet every night, waking up to 20 mosquito bites, hiking 3,000-
foot elevation gains, 4:30 a.m. wakeup calls in 20 degree weather … 
living off of prepackaged food … hiking at 13,000 feet with storms 
brewing … numerous cold sleepless nights stressed about finishing  
the Trail. …

 “Although there were many obstacles I had to overcome, The 
Colorado Trail was definitely worth it. I wouldn’t trade the experience 
for anything in the world. It’s helped me grow as a person and truly 
changed my perspective on life. The Trail took a lot of physical 
exertion, but also challenged me mentally. It taught me how to 
persevere and take things one step at a time.” 

 (Editor’s note: Avery turned 18 while on the Trail. Before heading 
out on their trek, Warren cast 50 light-weight medallions in the shape 
of a CT trail marker to hand out as commemoratives to people they 
met in return for their support for The Colorado Trail Foundation.) 
 
Cancer Victim Takes Charge 
Marit “Scout” Chrislock, of North Carolina  
(as told to David Fanning): 

“I’m on The Colorado Trail because my bone marrow transplant was 
delayed and because I wanted to do something a little bit scary to me 
and something that made me feel strong. I’ve been a sickly person and 
a puzzle to modern medicine (with) too many doctors to count. Until 
recently, no one has been able to tell what is wrong with me. A couple 

of years ago I was depressed from being sick all the time and not being 
able to find anything that helped me get better, and my marriage was 
failing. It was awful and I tried to end my life.

“Obviously, I didn’t succeed, but the therapy I received from that 
started to turn my life around. For one thing, I finally found a doctor 
who knew what was wrong with me. I have what is called GATA2 
immunodeficiency. … Researchers have only known about this gene 
defect since about 2010, so there is still a lot we don’t know about (it) 
… I am in an NIH sponsored clinical trial to see if a bone marrow 
transplant will help resolve many of these strange physical symptoms. 

“Meanwhile, I’ve decided to stop being a victim and to take charge 
of my life. Most people in my position don’t walk 500 miles, but being 

out here in nature makes me realize that some things are bigger 
than I am. I gain a perspective that fills me with gratitude and 

allows me to live my life more fully. I’ve already lived longer 
than most people who suffer from this condition. I’m 

grateful for that and on the days that are especially hard 
for me, I think I am walking for all those people who 
have this condition and can’t walk this trail and see 
these beautiful views. I’m walking to give them hope.”

(Note: Marit completed her hike in 2019.) 
 
Life-Changing Adventure 

Alexander “Ponderosa” Werner Palm,  
of New Braunfels, Texas (hiking with Ravinder 

“Lost and Found” Vatish):
“Started the Trail on July 9, finished on August 17. 33 

trail days, 7 zero days … 505-plus miles. Summited Elbert  
and San Luis. Collegiate West alternative. 
“Met some amazing people on the Trail. Thank you all for making 

the experience as great as it was. Thanks CTF, trail crews and trail 
angels. (Ryan and Origami, y’all were too damn cool and the beer  
and PB&Js hit the spot.)

“Mile for mile, one of the most beautiful trails in the world, 
stretching 485 breathtaking miles ... This has been a life-changing 
adventure.” 

 
Mystery visitor inspires awe 
Jim Jr Collins, Port Clinton, Ohio: 

“After a long second day of 29 miles, I set up my camp at Brookside-
McCurdy Trail Junction at about 7:15 p.m. As soon as I climbed into 
my tent I heard weird grunting sounds from the distance. Not really 
knowing or caring what it was I went about my business of getting 
ready for sleep. Over the next five minutes the grunting noises kept 
getting louder and louder until it was very obvious that whatever it 
was, was right outside my tent. I did what any good hiker would do,  
I grabbed my trekking pole, because all hikers know a trekking pole 
can save you from anything. 

“I did not want to turn into a human burrito in a tent, so I slowly 
unzipped it to see what the hell was out there. No less than 30 feet 
from me was a humongous bull moose trotting right by me … I got 
out of the tent to observe and enjoy. He turned his head and looked 
at me for about 10 seconds, then went on his way. Through all this 
commotion I was in such awe I never bothered to take a picture.”

Tales from the  Trail

Blair Johnson

John Lipe

Steve Tick

 
And More:  
Joanne McCarthy Harris, of Copper Mountain, Colo.:

“And that’s a wrap, Colorado Trail 2020! What an 
amazing adventure for my husband (Scott) and son 
(Colin). My 12-year-old was inspired to ride the CT by 
his uncle, Brian Mac, who has a crazy passion for the CT. 
Brian has ridden the Trail in its entirety as a thru-ride and 
individual segments so much that he was invaluable to 
making this possible logistically and as support. … It was 
an amazing adventure and was a priceless way to spend the 
summer as a family.” 
 
Kyle “Shakedown” Keegan, of Los Angeles, Calif.: 

“I can’t believe how incredible this experience was. … 
I never saw the point in rushing through and pushing for 
miles each day. It was nice to not have a deadline. In total 
I spent 53 days on this journey and had 12 zero days. I was 
able to see and experience so much that the great state of 
Colorado has to offer. … I started this trip to improve my 
body, mind and spirit. All three have been restored and  
I’m bursting with joy.” 
 
Ahmed Omran, of Denver: 

“Well, I finally made it to Durango. So happy and sad 
at the same time but I can definitely say that was the most 
significant experience in my life ever. 44 days of adventure 
including 6 zero days. 

To all of the kind and supportive friends I met on the 
Trail, I can’t thank you enough for all that you have done 
for me. Without you I would not have been able to make it 
to the end. Thanks, too, to those who provides services to 
hikers, including hostel owners and workers, trail angels, 
and the CTF.” 
 
Wendy Morone, of Louisville, Colo.:

“We finished! What an adventure with my two young 
children. We absolutely could not have accomplished this if 
the Trail wasn’t so well-signed and maintained. Thank you 
to all the volunteers and the Foundation for making this 
dream a reality.” 
 
Heike “Pushbikegirl” Pirngruber: 

“As one of the few foreigners who thru-hiked the 
stunning CT this year I wanted to say thank you to 
everyone I met on the Trail. Special thanks goes out to  
all the trail angels and trail magic moments I had.” 
 
Tommy “Forrest Gump” Mason:

“I walked from Denver to Durango, for no particular 
reason. When I got there I just decided to walk back to 
Denver ... for no particular reason.” 
 
Nathan “Louisiana Lungs” Dolenc:

“I don’t recommend Louisiana altitude training,  
but it can be done!”
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getting louder and louder until it was very obvious that whatever it 
was, was right outside my tent. I did what any good hiker would do,  
I grabbed my trekking pole, because all hikers know a trekking pole 
can save you from anything. 

“I did not want to turn into a human burrito in a tent, so I slowly 
unzipped it to see what the hell was out there. No less than 30 feet 
from me was a humongous bull moose trotting right by me … I got 
out of the tent to observe and enjoy. He turned his head and looked 
at me for about 10 seconds, then went on his way. Through all this 
commotion I was in such awe I never bothered to take a picture.”

Tales from the  Trail

Blair Johnson

John Lipe

Steve Tick

 
And More:  
Joanne McCarthy Harris, of Copper Mountain, Colo.:

“And that’s a wrap, Colorado Trail 2020! What an 
amazing adventure for my husband (Scott) and son 
(Colin). My 12-year-old was inspired to ride the CT by 
his uncle, Brian Mac, who has a crazy passion for the CT. 
Brian has ridden the Trail in its entirety as a thru-ride and 
individual segments so much that he was invaluable to 
making this possible logistically and as support. … It was 
an amazing adventure and was a priceless way to spend the 
summer as a family.” 
 
Kyle “Shakedown” Keegan, of Los Angeles, Calif.: 

“I can’t believe how incredible this experience was. … 
I never saw the point in rushing through and pushing for 
miles each day. It was nice to not have a deadline. In total 
I spent 53 days on this journey and had 12 zero days. I was 
able to see and experience so much that the great state of 
Colorado has to offer. … I started this trip to improve my 
body, mind and spirit. All three have been restored and  
I’m bursting with joy.” 
 
Ahmed Omran, of Denver: 

“Well, I finally made it to Durango. So happy and sad 
at the same time but I can definitely say that was the most 
significant experience in my life ever. 44 days of adventure 
including 6 zero days. 

To all of the kind and supportive friends I met on the 
Trail, I can’t thank you enough for all that you have done 
for me. Without you I would not have been able to make it 
to the end. Thanks, too, to those who provides services to 
hikers, including hostel owners and workers, trail angels, 
and the CTF.” 
 
Wendy Morone, of Louisville, Colo.:

“We finished! What an adventure with my two young 
children. We absolutely could not have accomplished this if 
the Trail wasn’t so well-signed and maintained. Thank you 
to all the volunteers and the Foundation for making this 
dream a reality.” 
 
Heike “Pushbikegirl” Pirngruber: 

“As one of the few foreigners who thru-hiked the 
stunning CT this year I wanted to say thank you to 
everyone I met on the Trail. Special thanks goes out to  
all the trail angels and trail magic moments I had.” 
 
Tommy “Forrest Gump” Mason:

“I walked from Denver to Durango, for no particular 
reason. When I got there I just decided to walk back to 
Denver ... for no particular reason.” 
 
Nathan “Louisiana Lungs” Dolenc:

“I don’t recommend Louisiana altitude training,  
but it can be done!”

    ColoradoTrail.org
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Here are ways you can help us fulfill our mission:   
 

DONATE ONLINE: You can donate on the ColoradoTrail.org website. 
Click the Donate button at the top of the page to give using either a credit 
card or PayPal. (By the way, recent federal tax legislation allows a deduction 
of up to $300 for cash contributions to qualified charities, even if the donor 
does not itemize deductions. Limitations on contributions by itemizers also 
were relaxed.) 
RECURRING GIFT: Check the “Make This a Recurring Donation” box  
on the donation page to make an automatic monthly or annual contribution.  
COLORADO GIVES DAY: Held each December, this program is aimed 
at increasing contributions to more than 2,000 nonprofits in the state, 
including the CTF. Watch for alerts from us about this year’s date.  
For more information, go to ColoradoGives.org. 
AMAZONSMILE: Through its AmazonSmile philanthropic program, 
Amazon contributes a half percent of eligible purchases to the buyer’s 
designated charity. On your first visit to Smile.Amazon.com select  
The Colorado Trail Foundation as your designated charity.

 
 
CTF STORE: Purchase any Trail-related item – maps, guidebooks, 
clothing, tools and commemoratives – from the CTF’s online store and  
the profits from the sale goes to the Foundation. Click the “Shop” button  
at the top of any page on ColoradoTrail.org. 
LEGACY GIVING: Help ensure that the Trail will be here for future 
generations by including The Colorado Trail Foundation in your will or 
living trust. Your financial advisor, attorney or accountant can help you set 
up a charitable gift to the Foundation in the form of cash, stocks, bonds,  
or from proceeds of insurance policies or the sale of property. You can  
also designate the CTF as a beneficiary of an insurance policy, IRA or 
pension plan. 
IRA REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS. Donate all or a 
portion of your RMD directly to the CTF and receive an exclusion from 
taxable income without having to itemize deductions. Consult your tax 
professional about making a “qualified charitable distribution.” The CTF 
will provide the transfer account info to you or your investment advisor.

How to Lend a Hand 
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